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Mt. Macedon Primary School
HUMANITIES POLICY
Purpose:
· To provide opportunities for students to understand and explore the world around them.

· To explore how and why natural factors and human activities affect their lives.

· To develop an awareness of environmental issues.

· To develop an understanding and comparison of the way in which people and societies have organised their world. 

· To develop knowledge of how things change over time.

· To develop an understanding of key historical events throughout time with a focus on Australian history.

· To develop a basic understanding of economics and its use in society to satisfy the wants and needs of its members.

· To emphasise the principles of democratic process, individual rights and responsibilities, social justice and ecologically sustainable development.

· Develop closer working relationships with the local and broader community.

Guidelines:
· Adopt and inquiry approach to teaching concepts that follows the school developed Scope and Sequence document
· Incorporate the VELS (Victorian Essential Learning Standards) strands of History, Geography and Economics and their relevant dimensions across P-6.

· Ensure there are strong links to support units of work in camps, excursions and incursions.
Implementation:
· Use a variety of teaching and learning strategies to deliver units of work.

· Use an inquiry approach to teaching in teaching units of work
· Allow opportunities for students to present their work in a variety of ways.

· Use of community resources – speakers, facilities, environment. 

· Allow opportunities for student input into planning and direction.

Evaluation:
This policy will be reviewed with staff, student, parent and community input as part of the school’s three year review cycle.
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